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SUBCHAPTER K—MILITARY TRAINING AND SCHOOLS 

PART 901—APPOINTMENT TO THE 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
ACADEMY 

Sec. 
901.0 Purpose. 

Subpart A—Appointment Policies and 
Requirements 

901.1 General policy. 
901.2 Appointments and nominations. 
901.3 Categories of nominations for appoint-

ment. 
901.4 Basic eligibility requirements. 
901.5 Academic examination requirements. 
901.6 Candidate fitness test requirement. 

Subpart B—Nomination Procedures and 
Requirements 

901.7 Precandidate evaluation. 
901.8 Congressional and U.S. Possessions 

categories. 
901.9 Vice-Presidential category. 
901.10 Presidential category. 
901.11 Children of deceased or disabled vet-

erans and children of military or civilian 
personnel in a missing status category. 

901.12 Honor military and honor Naval 
schools—AFROTC and AFJROTC cat-
egory. 

901.13 Children of Medal of Honor recipients 
category. 

901.14 Regular airmen category. 
901.15 Reserve airmen category. 
901.16 Superintendent category. 
901.17 Foreign students category. 
901.18 Appointment vacancy selection. 
901.19 Qualified alternate selection. 
901.20 Notice of nomination. 
901.21 Notification of selection or nonselec-

tion. 
901.22 Notification of change of address or 

station assignment. 
901.23 Filling Presidential and airmen 

nominating categories. 
901.24 Supply of forms. 
901.25 Obligation of cadet appointment. 
901.26 Cadet’s oath of allegiance. 
901.27 Charging of appointees. 
901.28 OMB approval of information collec-

tion requirements. 

AUTHORITY: 10 U.S.C., Chapter 903, and 10 
U.S.C. 8012, except as otherwise noted. 

SOURCE: 51 FR 23221, June 26, 1986, unless 
otherwise noted. 

NOTE: This part is derived from Air Force 
Regulation 53–10, October 22, 1985. 

Part 806 of this chapter states the basic 
policies and instructions governing the dis-

closure of records and tells members of the 
public what they must do to inspect or ob-
tain copies of the material referenced herein. 

§ 901.0 Purpose. 
This part tells civilian and enlisted 

personnel (including Air Force Reserve 
and National Guard) the methods of ap-
plying and the requirements and proce-
dures for appointing young men and 
women to the United States Air Force 
Academy. 

NOTE: This part is affected by the Privacy 
Act of 1974. The systems of records pre-
scribed in this part are authorized by 10 
U.S.C., chapter 903; and 10 U.S.C. 8012. Each 
form that is subject to the provisions of part 
806b.5 of this chapter, and is required by this 
part, contains a Privacy Act Statement ei-
ther incorporated in the body of the docu-
ment or in a separate statement accom-
panying each such document. 

Subpart A—Appointment Policies 
and Requirements 

§ 901.1 General policy. 
Appointments as U.S. Air Force 

Academy cadets are offered to those 
candidates having the strongest poten-
tial to become successful career offi-
cers. Offers of appointment are made 
according to the law and guidance pro-
vided by HQ USAF to most effectively 
accomplish the Academy’s mission. All 
candidates are appointed as cadets 
under the authority of the President; 
however, an appointment is conditional 
until the candidate is admitted. 

§ 901.2 Appointments and nominations. 
Appointments and nominations are 

based on statutory authority contained 
in 10 U.S.C., chapter 903. Specific au-
thorities may nominate eligible appli-
cants for appointment vacancies at the 
Academy. Each applicant must obtain 
a nomination to receive an appoint-
ment. Applicants may apply for a nom-
ination in each category in which they 
are eligible. 

§ 901.3 Categories of nominations for 
appointment. 

All appointees must have a nomina-
tion in at least one of the following 
categories: 
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(a) Congressional and U.S. Posses-
sions categories include the following 
nominating authorities: 

(1) U.S. Senators and Representa-
tives. 

(2) Delegates in Congress from the 
District of Columbia, Guam, Virgin Is-
lands, and American Samoa. 

(3) Resident Commissioner of Puerto 
Rico. 

(4) Governor of Puerto Rico. 
(5) Administrator of the Panama 

Canal Commission. 
(b) Vice-Presidential category. 
(c) Presidential competitive cat-

egory. 
(d) Children of deceased or disabled 

veterans and children of military or ci-
vilian personnel in missing status com-
petitive category. 

(e) Honor military and honor Naval 
schools, Air Force Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps (AFROTC), and Air 
Force Junior Reserve Officers’ Train-
ing Corps (AFJROTC) competitive cat-
egory. 

(f) Children of Medal of Honor recipi-
ents category. 

(g) Air Force enlisted regular com-
petitive category. 

(h) Air Force enlisted reserve com-
petitive category. 

(i) Superintendent competitive cat-
egory. 

(j) Foreign students competitive cat-
egory (40 foreign persons designated to 
receive instruction under 10 U.S.C 
9344). 

§ 901.4 Basic eligibility requirements. 
Each applicant must meet the fol-

lowing eligibility requirements: 
(a) Age. Applicants must be at least 

17, and not have passed their 22nd 
birthday on July 1 of the year of entry 
into the Academy. 

(b) Citizenship. Except for students 
sponsored by foreign governments 
under 10 U.S.C. 9344, applicants must be 
citizens or nationals of the United 
States. All incoming cadets must 
verify citizenship status before admis-
sion: 

(1) For American-born citizens, cer-
tified birth certificate presented to the 
Director of Admissions (USAFA/RRS), 
U.S. Air Force Academy, Colorado 
Springs CO 80840–5651 before adminis-
tration of oath of appointment. 

(2) Foreign cadets must present cer-
tified copies of certificates of arrival 
and nationalization or citizenship to 
USAFA/RRS before administration of 
oath of appointment. 

NOTE: Facsimiles, copies, photographs or 
otherwise of birth certificate or certificate 
of citizenship will not be accepted unless 
properly certified by the raised seal of the 
issuing authority. 

(c) Domicile. If nominated by an au-
thority designated in the Congressional 
and U.S. Possessions categories, the 
applicant must be domiciled within the 
constituency of such authority. 

(d) Exemplary standards. Applicants 
must be of highest moral character, 
personal conduct, and integrity. The 
Academy requires applicants to explain 
or clarify any of the circumstances 
below. For any military applicant or 
nominee whose official records indicate 
questionable background, commanders 
furnish the applicable information to 
USAFA/RRS. 

(1) Applicant is or has been a con-
scientious objector. In this case, an af-
fidavit is required stating that such be-
liefs and principles have been aban-
doned so far as they pertain to willing-
ness to bear arms and give full and un-
qualified military service to the United 
States. 

(2) Any facts that indicate the appli-
cant’s appointment may not be con-
sistent with the interests of national 
security. 

(3) Conviction by court-martial of 
other than a ‘‘minor offense’’ (MCM, 
1984, part V, paragraph 1e, page V–1) or 
conviction of a felony in a civilian 
court. 

(4) Elimination from any officer 
training program or any preparatory 
school of the Army, Navy, or Air Force 
Academies for military inaptitude, in-
difference, or undesirable traits of 
character. This includes any person 
who resigned in lieu of impending 
charges or who was eliminated by offi-
cial action. 

(5) Habitual alcohol misuse or drug 
abuse which exceeds the standards of 
AFR 30–2 is disqualifying. 

(6) Any behavior, activity, or associa-
tion showing the applicant’s conduct is 
incompatible with exemplary stand-
ards of personal conduct, moral char-
acter, and integrity. 
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(e) Marital status. Applicant must be 
unmarried. (Any cadet who marries is 
disenrolled from the Academy.) 

(f) Dependents. Applicant must not 
have a legal obligation to support a 
child, children, or any other person. 

NOTE: For the purpose of this regulation, 
children are defined as the natural children 
of a parent and adopted children whose adop-
tion proceedings were initiated before their 
15th birthday. 

(g) Medical requirements for admission. 
Before being admitted to the academy, 
candidates must take a medical exam-
ination and meet the medical stand-
ards outlined in AFRs 160–13 and 160–43. 
All candidates must meet the medical 
standards specified by the Secretary of 
the Air Force. Waivers may be granted 
by the Air Force Academy Command 
Surgeon. As specified by HQ USAF, 
most of the candidates admitted to the 
Academy must meet the eligibility 
standards for flying training. 

§ 901.5 Academic examination require-
ments. 

Before being offered an appointment, 
candidates must take either the Col-
lege Board Admission Testing Program 
(ATP) or the American College Testing 
Program (ACT) test. 

(a) ATP. A candidate who elects to 
use the ATP tests must take the Scho-
lastic Aptitude Tests (SAT). The can-
didate is encouraged but not required 
to take achievement tests of English 
Composition and Level 1 (Standard) 
Mathematics or Level II (Intensive) 
Mathematics. (Level 1 recommended 
for candidates without advanced high 
school mathematics.) 

(b) ACT. Candidates who elect to use 
the ACT tests must take the complete 
battery of tests: English, mathematics, 
social studies, and natural sciences. 

§ 901.6 Candidate fitness test require-
ment. 

Before being offered an appointment, 
candidates must take a Candidate Fit-
ness Test (CFT) which consists of exer-
cises designed to measure muscular 
strength, coordination, and aerobic 
power. Waivers to the CFT requirement 
may be granted by the Air Force Acad-
emy Director of Athletics if a can-
didate’s participation in high school 
athletics conflicts with test adminis-
tration dates and the candidate clearly 

demonstrates an acceptable level of 
physical fitness. 

Subpart B—Nomination 
Procedures and Requirements 

§ 901.7 Precandidate evaluation. 
The Air Force Academy conducts a 

precandidate evaluation program as an 
initial step in the admissions process 
and as an aid to Members of Congress 
in screening their applicants for nomi-
nation. 

(a) Applicants normally are sent a 
precandidate packet, including USAFA 
Form 149, Precandidate Questionnaire, 
with a request for the applicant to pro-
vide academic, athletic, leadership, and 
medical information. 

(b) The Academy evaluates the 
precandidate information and provides 
an analysis to appropriate congres-
sional offices. Such information gives 
the nominating authorities an indica-
tion of the applicant’s potential to 
qualify for admission and the appli-
cant’s self-reported medical status; it 
does not, however, reflect the appli-
cant’s final admission status. It is in-
tended only to aid in selecting the 
best-qualified applicants for nomina-
tion. 

(c) Applicants whose evaluation indi-
cates they are fully qualified will be 
notified and advised to seek a nomina-
tion. Individuals whose evaluations re-
flect areas needing improvement are 
informed and encouraged to submit ad-
ditional test scores or information in 
an effort to meet the qualifying levels. 

§ 901.8 Congressional and U.S. Posses-
sions categories. 

Individuals who meet the basic eligi-
bility requirements of § 901.4 may apply 
for a nomination according to their 
domicile (permanent legal residence). 

(a) U.S. Senators, U.S. Representa-
tives, the District of Columbia Dele-
gate to the House of Representatives, 
and the Resident Commissioner of 
Puerto Rico are each authorized a 
quota of five cadets attending the 
Academy at any one time. If a vacancy 
occurs in their quota, each may nomi-
nate ten candidates to fill each va-
cancy. 

(b) Delegates in Congress from Guam 
and from the Virgin Islands are each 
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authorized a quota of two cadets at-
tending the Academy at any one time. 
If a vacancy occurs in their quota, each 
may make ten nominations. Eligible 
residents may apply for a nomination 
directly to their Delegate. 

(c) The Governor of Puerto Rico, the 
Delegate from American Samoa, and 
the Panama Canal Commission Admin-
istrator may each have one cadet at-
tending the Academy and each may 
nominate ten candidates to fill their 
vacancy. 

(1) Applicants domiciled in and na-
tives of Puerto Rico may apply to the 
Governor of Puero Rico in addition to 
the Resident Commissioner. 

(2) Applicants domiciled in American 
Samoa may apply to their Delegate. 

(3) Children of civilian personnel of 
the U.S. Government residing in the 
Republic of Panama who are citizens of 
the United States may apply to the 
Panama Canal Commission Adminis-
trator. 

(d) Nominating authorities in these 
categories normally submit their 
nominations by January 31 for the 
class entering the following summer. 

(1) These nominating authorities 
may nominate only if a vacancy occurs 
from their authorized quota of cadets 
attending the Academy. Vacancies nor-
mally occur from graduation or separa-
tion of cadets from the Academy. Fail-
ure of a member of a graduating class 
to complete the Academy program 
with his class does not delay the ad-
mission of his or her successor. HQ 
USAF/DPPA maintains the master 
records of cadets nominated and ap-
pointed, determines vacancies in each 
nominating authority’s quota, and 
validates nominations submitted by 
each nominating authority. 

(2) These nominating authorities for-
ward their nominations on DD Form 
1870, Nomination for Appointment to 
the U.S. Military Academy, Naval 
Academy, or Air Force Academy, for 
each Air Force Academy nominee 
through HQ USAF/DPPA, Washington, 
DC 20330–5060, to USAFA/RRS, USAF 
Academy, Colorado Springs, CO 80840– 
5651. 

§ 901.9 Vice-Presidential category. 
The Vice President of the United 

States nominates from the United 

States at large, and is authorized a 
quota of five cadets attending the 
Academy at any one time. For each va-
cancy occurring in the quota, ten indi-
viduals may be nominated to fill the 
vacancy. Requests for a nomination are 
submitted directly to the Vice Presi-
dent no later than October 31. Any in-
dividual who meets the basic eligibility 
requirements of § 901.4 may apply to 
the Vice President for a nomination. 
The Vice President forwards nomina-
tions on DD Form 1870 for each Air 
Force Academy nominee through HQ 
USAF/DPPA, Washington, DC 20330– 
5060, to USAFA/RRS, USAF Academy, 
Colorado Springs, CO 80840–5651. 

§ 901.10 Presidential category. 
Appointments to fill vacancies from 

this category are made from candidates 
in order of merit. One hundred appoint-
ments are authorized each year. 

(a) The child of a Regular or Reserve 
member of the Armed Forces of the 
United States is eligible for nomina-
tion if: 

(1) The parent is on active duty and 
has completed 8 years of continuous ac-
tive duty service (other than for train-
ing) by July 1 of the year that the can-
didate would enter the U.S. Air Force 
Academy; or 

(2) The parent was retired with pay 
or was granted retired or retainer pay 
(children of reservists retired and re-
ceiving pay pursuant to 10 U.S.C., 
chapter 67, are ineligible); or 

(3) The parent died after retiring 
with pay or died after being granted re-
tired or retainer pay (children of such 
reservists who were retired and receiv-
ing pay pursuant to 10 U.S.C., chapter 
67, are ineligible); and 

(4) The applicant does not meet the 
eligibility requirements for the Chil-
dren of Deceased or Disabled Veterans 
(CODDV) nomination category. (By 
law, a person eligible for appointment 
consideration under the DOCCV cat-
egory is not a candidate in the Presi-
dential category.) 

(b) An eligible individual applies to 
USAFA/RRS, U.S. Air Force Academy, 
Colorado Springs, CO 80840–5651. A sug-
gested letter format is included in the 
precandidate packet. The nominating 
period opens on May 1 and closes Janu-
ary 31. Applicants do not write directly 
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to the President of the United States, 
since the applications are processed by 
the Air Force Academy. 

NOTE: For the purpose of this category, 
children are defined as the natural children 
of a parent and adopted children whose adop-
tion proceedings were initiated before their 
15th birthday. 

§ 901.11 Children of deceased or dis-
abled veterans and children of mili-
tary or civilian personnel in a miss-
ing status category. 

Appointments to fill vacancies from 
this competitive category are made 
from candidates in order of merit. Ap-
pointments authorized in this category 
are limited to 65 cadets at the Acad-
emy at any one time. 

(a) The child of a deceased or dis-
abled member of the Armed Forces of 
the United States is eligible for nomi-
nation if: 

(1) The parent was killed in action or 
died of wounds or injuries received or 
diseases contracted while in active 
service or of preexisting injury or dis-
ease aggravated by active service; or 

(2) The parent has a permanent serv-
ice-connected disability rated at not 
less than 100 percent resulting from 
wounds or injuries received or diseases 
contracted while in active service, or 
of preexisting injury or disease aggra-
vated by active service. 

(b) The child of a parent who is in 
‘‘missing status’’ is eligible if the par-
ent is a member of the Armed Services 
or a civilian employee in active gov-
ernment service who is officially car-
ried or determined to be absent in a 
status of missing; missing in action; in-
terned in a foreign country; captured, 
beleaguered, or beseiged by a hostile 
force; or detained in a foreign country 
against the person’s will. 

(c) To request a nomination in this 
category, an individual submits an ap-
plication to USAFA/RRS between May 
1 and January 31. A suggested letter 
format is included in the precandidate 
packet. 

NOTE: For the purpose of this category, 
children are defined as the natural children 
of a parent and adopted children whose adop-
tion proceedings were initiated before the 
15th birthday. 

§ 901.12 Honor military and honor 
Naval schools—AFROTC and 
AFJROTC category. 

Appointments to fill vacancies from 
this competitive category are made 
from candidates in order of merit. 
Twenty appointments are authorized 
each year. 

(a) Honor military and honor Naval 
schools: 

(1) Five honor graduates, or prospec-
tive honor graduates, from each des-
ignated honor military and honor 
naval school may be nominated to fill 
the vacancies allocated to this cat-
egory. School authorities must certify 
that each nominee is a prospective 
honor graduate or an honor graduate, 
and meets the basic eligibility require-
ments. 

(2) School authorities submit nomi-
nees directly to the Academy (USAFA/ 
RRS) using specific nomination forms. 
Such nominations are submitted no 
later than January 31 of the entry 
year. Nominations are not limited to 
honor graduates of the current year. 
An individual eligible for nomination 
in this category applies to the adminis-
trative authority of the school in-
volved. 

(b) AFROTC and AFJROTC: 
(1) Five students from each college or 

university AFROTC detachment may 
be nominated to compete for the va-
cancies allocated in this category. 

(i) Students must apply for nomina-
tion to the Professor of Aerospace 
Studies (PAS) who must certify that 
the applicants meet the basic eligi-
bility requirements and have or will 
have satisfactorily completed at least 1 
year of scholastic work at the time the 
class for which they are applying en-
ters the Academy. 

(ii) The PAS uses the forms provided 
by the Academy to recommend for 
nomination the five best-qualified ap-
plicants to the president of the edu-
cational institution in which the 
AFROTC detachment is established. 

(iii) Nominations from the president 
of the institution are submitted di-
rectly to the Academy (USAFA/RRS) 
by January 31 of the entry year. 

(2) Five students from each high 
school AFJROTC detachment may be 
nominated to compete for the vacan-
cies allocated to this category. 
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(i) Students must apply for nomina-
tion to the Aerospace Science Instruc-
tor, who must certify that the appli-
cants meet the basic eligibility re-
quirements and have or will have suc-
cessfully completed the prescribed 
AFJROTC program by the end of the 
school year. 

(ii) The Aerospace Science Instructor 
uses the nomination forms provided by 
the Academy to recommend for nomi-
nation the five best-qualified appli-
cants to the principal of the high 
school in which the AFJROTC detach-
ment is established. 

(iii) Nominations from the principal 
of the high school are submitted di-
rectly to the Academy by January 31 of 
the entry year. 

§ 901.13 Children of Medal of Honor re-
cipients category. 

(a) The child of any Medal of Honor 
recipient who served in any branch of 
the Armed Forces may apply for nomi-
nation. If applicants meet the eligi-
bility criteria and qualify on the en-
trance examinations, they are admit-
ted to the Academy. Appointments 
from this category are not limited. 

(b) The applicant applies directly to 
the Academy requesting a nomination 
in this category. The nominating pe-
riod opens on May 1 and closes January 
31. A suggested letter format is in-
cluded in the precandidate packet. 

NOTE: For the purpose of this category, 
children are defined as the natural children 
of a parent and adopted children whose adop-
tion proceedings were initiated before their 
15th birthday. 

§ 901.14 Regular airmen category. 
Appointments to fill vacancies from 

this competitive category are made 
from candidates in order of merit. A 
total of 85 appointments are authorized 
from this category each year. Applica-
tions must be submitted no later than 
January 31 of the entry year. 

(a) Any enlisted member of the Reg-
ular component of the Air Force may 
apply for nomination. Selectees must 
be in active duty enlisted status when 
appointed as cadets. 

(b) Regular category applicants must 
arrange to have their high school tran-
scripts submitted to USAFA/RRS. 
They must also complete AF Form 
1786, ‘‘Application for Appointment to 

the United States Air Force Academy 
Under Quota Allotted to Enlisted Mem-
bers of the Regular and Reserve Com-
ponents of the Air Force,’’ and submit 
it to their organization commander 
who: 

(1) Determines if the applicant meets 
the basic eligibility requirements 
shown in § 901.4 of this part. If disquali-
fied, the application is returned and 
the applicant is informed of the reason. 

(2) Advises the Consolidated Base 
Personnel Office (CBPO) to hold any re-
assignment action of the airman pend-
ing selection for an appointment. The 
CBPO places the airman in assignment 
availability code (AAC) 05 and coordi-
nates on AF Form 1786. Applicants not 
selected are reassigned on Academy no-
tification to the CBPO. Applicants to 
technical school follow-on training (if 
there is any) or PCS to their end as-
signment also are reassigned. The ini-
tial application package from the tech-
nical training center CBPO to USAFA/ 
RRS includes the following informa-
tion on all pipe-line students: name, 
SSN, AFSC, course graduation date, 
follow-on training, and end assign-
ment. 

(3) Completes an indorsement and 
forwards AF Form 1786 through the 
CBPO to USAFA/RRS, USAF Academy, 
Colorado Springs CO 80840–5651. The 
commander’s indorsement must in-
clude a comprehensive statement of 
the applicant’s character, ability, and 
motivation to become a career officer. 
Statements in the application regard-
ing component, length of service, and 
date of birth must be verified from offi-
cial records. 

§ 901.15 Reserve airmen category. 

Appointments to fill vacancies from 
this competitive category are made 
from candidates in order of merit. A 
total of 85 appointments are authorized 
from this category each year. Applica-
tions must be submitted no later than 
January 31 of the entry year. 

(a) Any enlisted member of the Air 
Force Reserve or the Air National 
Guard of the United States (ANGUS) 
may apply for nomination. 

(b) A Reserve commissioned officer 
who satisfactorily completes 1 year of 
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service in an active Reserve assign-
ment by July 1 of the year in which ad-
mission is sought may apply for vacan-
cies in this category. (Reserve commis-
sioned officer on extended active duty 
(EAD) may apply for vacancies in the 
Regular competitive category.) If se-
lected, such candidates must have com-
missioned officer status terminated 
and be in the enlisted Air Force Re-
serve before appointment as Air Force 
Academy cadets. Cadets in this cat-
egory who are separated from the Air 
Force Academy without prejudice and 
under honorable conditions may apply 
for reappointment as Reserve commis-
sioned officers. 

(c) Reserve category applicants must 
arrange to have their high school tran-
scripts submitted to USAFA/RRS, com-
plete AF Form 1786, and submit it to 
their organization commander. The or-
ganization commander processes the 
application as outlined in § 901.14(b). A 
Reserve applicant is not placed on ac-
tive duty to be processed for nomina-
tion or appointment to the Air Force 
Academy. 

(d) Reserve airmen on EAD as a re-
sult of an honor suspension from the 
Air Force Academy Cadet Wing must 
reapply for admission under the proce-
dures specified in § 901.14(b). Addition-
ally, the AF Form 1786 which they sub-
mit must be endorsed by their wing 
commander, as well as their squadron 
commander, and must make specific 
recommendations about their potential 
to conform to Cadet Honor Code stand-
ards. 

§ 901.16 Superintendent category. 
Fifty eligible applicants who have 

not secured a nomination to the Acad-
emy from any other nominating au-
thority may be nominated by the Su-
perintendent. Highly qualified appli-
cants are selected for nomination from 
the nationwide precandidate program 
by the Academy. Appointments from 
this category are made in order of 
merit from the nationwide pool of 
qualified alternates to fill the class. 

§ 901.17 Foreign students category. 
(a) The Academy is authorized to 

provide instruction to as many as 40 
foreign persons at any one time. For-
eign citizens must apply to the govern-

ment of their own country. Coordina-
tion with the U.S. Embassy is nec-
essary to ensure all admission and ap-
pointment requirements are met. HQ 
USAF/DPPA effects necessary con-
sultation before nomination invita-
tions are forwarded to each country. 

(b) The application must contain 
complete particulars about the appli-
cant’s background and must be sub-
mitted as early as possible. Nomina-
tions from this category must be re-
ceived by the Academy by December 31 
before their desired summer admission. 
Applicants in these categories must 
meet the eligibility and admissions re-
quirements established for all Acad-
emy candidates, except the require-
ment to be a U.S. citizen, and they 
must be able to read, write, and speak 
English proficiently. 

§ 901.18 Appointment vacancy selec-
tion. 

To fill a vacancy in the Vice-Presi-
dential quota or in the quota of a 
nominating authority in the congres-
sional and U.S. Possessions categories, 
selections for appointment offers are 
made according to the following nomi-
nation methods. 

(a) The principal numbered-alternate 
method. The nominating authority indi-
cates his or her personal preference by 
designating a principal nominee and 
listing nine numbered alternate nomi-
nees in order of preference, and the ap-
pointment is offered to the first fully 
qualified nominee. 

(b) The principal competitive-alternate 
method. The nominating authority des-
ignates his or her principal nominee 
and names up to nine other nominees 
who are evaluated by the Academy and 
ranked behind the principal nominee in 
order of merit. If the principal nominee 
is fully qualified, that individual is of-
fered the appointment; otherwise, the 
fully qualified nominee ranked the 
highest by the Academy is offered the 
appointment. 

(c) The competitive method. At the re-
quest of the nominating authority, the 
Academy evaluates the records of all 
the nominees and ranks them in order 
of merit. The fully qualified nominee 
ranked the highest by the Academy is 
offered the appointment. 
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§ 901.19 Qualified alternate selection. 
Fully qualified candidates not offered 

appointments in their nominating cat-
egory are placed in a nationwide pool 
of qualified alternates. To bring the 
Cadet Wing up to full strength, addi-
tional appointments are selected from 
this pool in order of merit. The first 150 
additional appointments are of individ-
uals having nominations from Members 
of Congress. Thereafter, three of every 
four additional appointments are of in-
dividuals having nominations from the 
Vice President, Members of Congress, 
Delegates to Congress (from the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Virgin Islands, and 
Guam), Governor of Puerto Rico, Resi-
dent Commissioner of Puerto Rico, or 
Administrator of Panama Canal Com-
mission. 

§ 901.20 Notice of nomination. 
The Director of Admissions (USAFA/ 

RRS) acknowledges receipt of all appli-
cants’ nominations. If not previously 
received, USAFA/RRS forwards a 
precandidate questionnaire for comple-
tion. If the precandidate questionnaire 
indicates the potential to qualify for 
admission to the Academy or the Pre-
paratory School, USAFA/RRS sends 
the individual a candidate kit which 
includes: USAFA Form 146, AFA Can-
didate Personal Data Record; USAFA 
Form 147, AFA Candidate Activities 
Record; and USAFA Form 148, AFA Re-
quest for Secondary School Transcript; 
AF Form 2030, Drug Abuse Certificate; 
and complete processing instructions. 

§ 901.21 Notification of selection or 
nonselection. 

(a) Notification of candidates se-
lected for appointment are furnished 
by USAFA/RRS to HQ USAF/DPPA. HQ 
USAF/DPPA notifies Members of Con-
gress and the Vice President of offers 
of appointment. After HQ USAF/DPPA 
notifies the nominating sources and ad-
vises USAFA/RRS that notification has 
been completed, USAFA/RRS notifies 
each appointee (civilian, Regular or 
Reserve service member) by letter, en-
closing an acceptance or declination 
statement form. On receipt of an ac-
ceptance statement for each uncondi-
tional offer of appointment, USAFA/ 
RRS forwards the completed candidate 
file to Cadet Examinations and Records 

(USAFA/RR). Conditional offers of ap-
pointment that have been accepted are 
held by USAFA/RRS until the condi-
tional factor is resolved—medical sta-
tus cleared, satisfactory preparatory 
school or college transcript received, 
proof of citizenship provided, etc. HQ 
USAF/DPPA is notified of removal of 
conditional status from offer of ap-
pointment in order to notify nomi-
nating sources as stated above. 
USAFA/RR completes admissions in- 
processing by: 

(1) Forwarding an appointment kit 
which includes detailed reporting in-
structions to each appointee. 

(2) Issuing invitation to travel or-
ders. 

(3) Notifying the Directorate of Cadet 
Personnel (USAFA/DPYC) of Regular 
airmen appointees. Regular airmen in 
technical school completes all phases 
of training, if time permits, before re-
porting to the Academy. On gradua-
tion, the airmen remain at the tech-
nical school in casual status (unless 
otherwise directed by HQ AFMPC/ 
MPCRAC1) until earliest reporting 
date for the Academy. 

(b) The Department of Defense Med-
ical Examination Review Board 
(DODMERB) notifies applicants of 
their medical status. USAFA/RRS in-
forms HQ USAF/DPPA of changes in 
medical status of candidates offered 
conditional appointments. 

(c) USAFA/RRS notifies each unsuc-
cessful candidate by May 1. For active 
duty Air Force personnel, the servicing 
CBPO also is notified and cancels the 
airman’s Assignment Availability Code 
05. 

§ 901.22 Notification of change of ad-
dress or station assignment. 

The applicant or nominee is person-
ally responsible for notifying USAFA/ 
RRS, USAF Academy, Colorado 
Springs, CO 80840–5651, of every change 
of address or station assignment. Noti-
fications from military personnel must 
include complete name, grade, SSN, 
and new organization or unit to which 
assigned. 
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§ 901.23 Filling Presidential and air-
men nominating categories. 

If any of the annual quotas of cadets 
authorized in the Regular airman, Re-
serve airman, or Presidential nomina-
tion categories are not filled, then can-
didates from the other two categories 
may fill the vacancies on a best-quali-
fied basis. 

§ 901.24 Supply of forms. 
USAFA Forms 146, 147, 148 and 149 are 

stocked and issued by USAFA/RRS, 
USAF Academy, Colorado Springs, CO 
80840–5651. DD Form 1870 is stocked and 
issued by the Air Force Academy Ac-
tivities Group, HQ USAF/DPPA, Wash-
ington, DC 20330–5060. 

§ 901.25 Obligation of cadet appoint-
ment. 

(a) A cadet who enters the Air Force 
Academy directly from civilian status 
and takes an oath of allegiance as a 
cadet normally assumes a military 
service obligation of not less than 6 
years nor more than 8 years under 10 
U.S.C. 651. 

(b) A cadet who enters the Air Force 
Academy from the Regular or Reserve 
component of the Air Force and fails to 
complete the Academy course of in-
struction reverts to enlisted status to 
complete any prior service obligation 
under 10 U.S.C. 516. 

(c) If they are minors, cadets are re-
quired to sign an agreement with the 
parent’s or guardian’s consent that 
they will fulfill the following obliga-
tions: 

(1) Complete the Academy course of 
instruction unless disenrolled from the 
Academy by competent authority. 

(2) Accept an appointment and on 
graduation serve as a commissioned of-
ficer in a Regular component of one of 
the armed services for 5 years. 

(3) Serve as a commissioned officer in 
the Reserve component until the 8th 
anniversary if authorized to resign 
from the Regular component before the 
8th anniversary of their graduation. 

(4) Be subject to the separation poli-
cies in AFR 53–3 and, perhaps, be re-
quired to serve on active duty in en-
listed status if disenrolled from the 
Academy before graduation. 

(5) Reimburse the U.S. Air Force 
under regulations prescribed by the 

Secretary of the Air Force for the costs 
of Academy education if the recipient, 
voluntarily or because of misconduct, 
fails to complete the period of active 
duty incurred. 

§ 901.26 Cadet’s oath of allegiance. 
On admission, each appointee (except 

foreign cadets) will be required to take 
the following oath of allegiance: 

I (name), having been appointed an Air 
Force cadet in the United States Air Force, 
do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will sup-
port and defend the Constitution of the 
United States against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic; that I will bear true faith and 
allegiance to the same; that I take this obli-
gation freely, without any mental reserva-
tion or purpose of evasion; and that I will 
well and faithfully discharge the duties of 
the office of which I am about to enter. So 
Help Me God. 

If an appointee refuses to take and sub-
scribe to the oath, the appointment is 
terminated. 

§ 901.27 Charging of appointees. 
Appointment of candidates is accord-

ing to § 901.18. Selecting of the charged 
cadets from the nominees for each va-
cancy is accomplished as follows: 

(a) Principal nominee, numbered-alter-
nate method. Principal, if meeting the 
admission criteria, is appointed and 
charged. Otherwise the 1st alternate, if 
meeting the admission criteria, is ap-
pointed and charged or the next suc-
ceeding numbered alternate who meets 
the admission criteria is appointed and 
charged. In instances where a can-
didate received two principal nomina-
tions from two Congressional sources, 
the principal normally is charged to 
the Member of Congress submitting the 
principal nomination first. 

(b) Principal nominee, competitive-alter-
nate method. Principal, if meeting the 
admission criteria, is appointed and 
charged. All alternates are ranked ac-
cording to merit. If the principal does 
not meet admission criteria, the high-
est ranking alternate is appointed and 
charged. 

(c) Competitive nominee method. The 
group of competitive nominees are 
evaluated, ranked according to merit, 
and the highest-ranked nominee, if 
meeting the admission criteria, is ap-
pointed and charged. 
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(d) Multiple Congressional nominations. 
For candidates receiving numerous 
nominations, normally the candidate is 
charged to the congressional source. If 
the candidate is nominated by several 
congressional sources, the candidate 
normally is charged to the slate of the 
congressional member where the can-
didate ranks the highest, unless the 
candidate is the principal nominee or a 
numbered alternate. 

(e) Other sources of nomination. All 
other candidates not nominated by 
congressional, Vice-Presidential, or 
U.S. Possessions who are appointed are 
charged to that nominating source 
(Presidential, AFJROTC, AFROTC, 
CODDV, Medal of Honor, etc.). 

(f) Qualified alternates. To bring the 
Cadet Wing up to strength, the quali-
fied alternate appointed according to 
§ 901.19 is charged to the Secretary of 
the Air Force as a qualified alternate. 
Those candidates having congressional, 
Vice-Presidential, or U.S. Possessions 
nominations appear as a qualified al-
ternate for that nominating source. 

(g) Multiple congressional and other 
sources of nominations. For appointees 
who have multiple nominations, 
USAFA/RRS determines the appoint-
ment category to which they are as-
signed. Normally a cadet with both 
congressional and non-congressional 
nominations is assigned to a congres-
sional authority. Designation of 
‘‘charged’’ cadets (those filling a Vice- 
Presidential, congressional, or U.S. 
Possessions quota) also is accomplished 
by USAFA/RRS according to § 901.18. 
USAFA/RRS notifies HQ USAF/DPPA 
of these assignments which are audited 
and verified by HQ USAF/DPPA. The 
Vice Presidential and nominating au-
thorities in Congress and U.S. Posses-
sions are notified of their charged ap-
pointees and other nominees who win 
appointments by HQ USAF/DPPA. 

§ 901.28 OMB approval of information 
collection requirements. 

The information collection require-
ments in this part 901 have been ap-
proved by the Office of Management 
and Budget under control numbers 
0701–0026, 0701–0063, 0701–0064, 0701–0066 
and 0701–0087. 

PART 903—AIR FORCE ACADEMY 
PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

Sec. 
903.1 Mission and responsibilities. 
903.2 Eligibility requirements. 
903.3 Selection criteria. 
903.4 Application process and procedures. 
903.5 Reserve enlistment procedures. 
903.6 Reassignment of Air Force members 

to become cadet candidates at the pre-
paratory school. 

903.7 Reassignment of cadet candidates who 
graduate from the preparatory school 
with an appointment to U.S. Air Force 
Academy (USAFA). 

903.8 Cadet candidate disenrollment. 
903.9 Cadet records and reassignment forms. 
903.10 Information collections, records, and 

forms or information management tools 
(IMTS). 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301, 10 U.S.C. 8013, and 
10 U.S.C. 9331 unless otherwise noted). 

SOURCE: 73 FR 7456, Feb. 21, 2008, unless 
otherwise noted. 

NOTE: This part is derived from AFI 36– 
2021, September 12, 2006. Part 806 of this 
chapter states the basic policies and instruc-
tions governing the disclosure of records and 
tells members of the public what they must 
do to inspect or obtain copies of the material 
referenced herein. 

§ 903.1 Mission and responsibilities. 
(a) Mission. To motivate, prepare, 

and evaluate selected candidates in an 
educational, military, moral, and phys-
ical environment, to perform success-
fully and enhance diversity at USAFA. 

(b) Responsibilities: 
(1) Superintendent, USAFA (HQ 

USAFA/CC). Ensures adequate over-
sight of HQ USAFA/PL activities, ad-
ministration, and resources. Means of 
oversight include but are not limited 
to: 

(i) United States Air Force Academy 
Instruction (USAFAI) 36–3502, USAFA 
Assessment Board. 

(ii) The Preparatory School Advisory 
Committee, as established in USAFAI 
36–2013, Superintendent’s Preparatory 
School Advisory Committee of the 
USAF Academy Preparatory School. 

(iii) Annual Assessment, as estab-
lished in Department of Defense (DoD) 
Directive 1322.22, Service Academies. 

(iv) Audits, Eagle Looks, and Unit 
Compliance Inspections. 

(v) Special reviews and investiga-
tions as directed by HQ USAF. 
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